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2021 Host City: Rotterdam 


The Netherlands’ second largest city, and a hub of commerce and trade, Rotterdam's 
inhabited history stretches back to the year 950, when it was just a small riverside settlement 
on the banks of the Rotte River. Fast-forwarding a millennium, Rotterdam is Europe’s largest 
port, handling over 460 million tons of cargo each year. Unfortunately, this strategic location 
made Rotterdam a target during the Second World War, and large swathes of the city were 
leveled by bombs. In the years since then, however, Rotterdam has bounced back stronger 
than ever, with innovative architecture, a diverse population, and a thriving business district. 


2021 Venue: Rotterdam Ahoy 


Constructed between 1968 and 1970, and opened to the public in early 1971, The Rotterdam 
Ahoy complex includes an arena, a conference center, and an event hall. The largest of 
those venues, the Arena, can host just over 16,000 spectators (although the 2021 Eurovision 
Song Contest will cap its live audience at 3,500 audience members per show). It is the third 
largest indoor arena in the Netherlands, after the Gelredome in Arnhem and the Ziggo Dome 
in Amsterdam. Following Duncan Laurence’s Eurovision win in Tel Aviv, the artist’s entrance 
for the Arena has been renamed the “Door Duncan” in his honor. 


The Ahoy was the site of the 2007 Junior Eurovision Song Contest, making it only the second 
venue to have hosted both a JESC and a Eurovision Song Contest, after the Palace of Sports 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. Other events held at the Ahoy have included the 2009 World Judo 
Championships, the 2011 World Table Tennis Championships, the 2017 World Short Track 
Speed Skating Championships, the MTV Europe Music Awards in both 1997 and 2016, and 
concerts by acts like George Michael, Fleetwood Mac, and Coldplay. 





(Photo Credit: Rotterdam Ahoy) 
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2021 Hosts: 
Chantal Janzen 


Starting her career as an actress on both stage and screen, Chantal Janzen is now an 
experienced television presenter as well. Some of her most notable hosting duties have 
included Idols, Everybody Dance Now, Dance Dance Dance, All Together Now, The Voice of 
Holland, and Dancing with the Stars. Over the years, she’s won the Televizier-Ster award for 
“Best Television Presenter” an impressive six times. 


Edsilia Rombley 


A familiar name to Eurovision fans, Edsilia Rombley first participated as a singer at Eurovision 
in 1998, coming in a solid 4th place overall with “Hemel en aarde”. She returned in 2007 with 
her song “On Top of the World”, but missed out on the Final that year. She's released a total 
of eight studio albums and also performs with the Ladies of Soul, a pop-soul supergroup 
which has included fellow Eurovision alumnae such as Glennis Grace and Trijntje Oosterhuis 
(who just happens to be her sister-in-law!) 


Jan Smit 


Starting his professional music career at the age of ten, Jan Smit has found continued 
success throughout the Netherlands and the German-speaking world. He’s been a member 
of the German schlager group KLUBBB3 since 2015, and in 2017 he joined the Dutch group 
The Toppers, who represented the Netherlands at Eurovision 2009 with “Shine”. Outside of the 
music studio, Jan has been one of the live commentators for AVROTROS's Eurovision 
coverage since 2011. 


Nikkie de Jager 


Also known by her YouTube channel name, NikkieTutorials, Nikkie de Jager got her start as a 
beauty vlogger. Since creating her channel in 2008, she’s amassed a following of over 13.8 
million subscribers and over 1.4 billion video views. This talented makeup artist doesn’t just 
make herself look gorgeous; she’s also worked with stars like Kim Kardashian, Jessie J, and has 
even collaborated with Lady Gaga. She’s worked as the Global Beauty Adviser for Marc 
Jacobs Beauty, and was named a UN Goodwill Ambassador. 





(Photo Credit: Koers von Cremer/NPO/NOS/AVROTROS) 


“= ESCInsight 


Albania 


Semifinal 2, Song 11 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Anxhela Peristeri 
Albanian 
Music: Kledi Bahiti / Lyrics: Olti Curri 


Artist Profile Anxhela first got her start as a singer on one of the biggest 
stages in Albania: Festivali i Kengés 2001. Since that breakout, 
she won the Albanian edition of Your Face Sounds Familiar, 
and came in second and first place in the 2016 and 2017 
runnings of Kénga Magjike. 


Song Description “Karma” is a powerful Albanian-language song with the sort 
of dramatic vocals and instrumentation that would bring a 
smile to any lover of a classic Balkan Ballad. The lyrics tell the 
story of a woman whose world has fallen to pieces through 
her own choices. 


Selection Process The first national final of the season was Albania’s Festival i 
Kéngés which took place in December. The final consisted of 
18 competitors and the winner was chosen 100% by jury vote. 


Date Selected 237 December 2020 (revamp released Ist March 2021 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


2004 
2004 - present 
5” (2012 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Jonida Maligi / “Ktheju tokés" 


Finishing Position 17th place in the Grand Final 





Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Australia 


Semifinal 1, Song 5 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


g 

Technicolour 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Jessica Cerro, Dave Hammer 


Artist Profile Indie-pop singer-songwriter Montaigne released her debut 
album, Glorious Heights, in 2016, earning her an ARIA Award 
for Breakthrough Artist. Her second album, Complex, was 
released last year. 


Song Description She's got style and lasers, yeah! A hyperpop ode to 
self-empowerment in the face of self-doubt, “Technicolour” 
sounds just as bright and vibrant as its name would suggest. 

Selection Process Montagine had been selected to perform for Australia in 
2020, and she was invited back by the broadcaster following 
last year’s cancellation. Her song was selected internally. 


Date Artist Confirmed 2nd April 2020 
Date Song Released 4th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Kate Miller-Heidke / “Zero Gravity” 


Finishing Position 9'" place in the Grand Final 





Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Austria 


Semifinal 2, Song 5 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Vincent Bueno 

Amen 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Tobias Carshey, Ashley Hicklin, Jonas Thander 


Artist Profile Back in 2008, Vincent Bueno was crowned the winner of 
Musical! Die Show, a program that evaluated contestants’ 
singing, acting, and dancing abilities. He has released three 
albums, and has hits in both Austria and the Philippines, his 
parents’ birthplace. In 2017, he performed backing vocals for 


Nathan Trent's Eurovision entry, “Walking on Air’. 


Song Description A dramatic, yet uplifting ballad, “Amen” is sung from the 
—— | point of view of someone coming to terms with the end of a 
situation, possibly the breakup of a relationship. 
Both the artist and the song were internally selected by ORF, 
just as they had been for the 2020 contest. 
26th March 2020 
9th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


Years Competed 1957-1968, 1971-1972, 1976-1997, 1999-2000, 2002-2005, 2007, 
2011 — present 


No. of ESC (incl 2021 
Best Position 17 (1966, 2014 
Vienna 1967, Vienna 2015 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
PAENDA / “Limits” 








Finishing Position NQ - 17th place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Azerbaijan 


Semifinal 1, Song 14 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Title 


English (with one line in Azerbaijani 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Amy van der Wel, Josh Earl, Luuk van Beers, 
Tony Cornelissen 


Artist Profile Samira Efendi was a competitor in the 2009 series of Yeni 
Ulduz, and was a finalist in the first series of The Voice of 
Azerbaijan. She competed in Azerbaijan’s 2014 National 
Final, and was considered by the broadcaster for the 2019 


Contest in Tel Aviv. 


Much like “Cleopatra” last year, “Mata Hari” is a highly 
produced dance track, using the story of a historical woman 
to spread the message of being a fearless femme fatale. 

Another singer carried over from the 2020 contest, both the 
artist and the song were internally selected by ITV. 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


2008 
Years Competed 2008 — present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1% (2011 
Host Venue Baku 2012 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Chingiz / “Truth” 
Finishing Position 8" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Belgium 


Semifinal 1, Song 11 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Hooverphonic 

The Wrong Place 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Alex Callier, Charlotte Foret 


Artist Profile Active since 1995, Hooverphonic is one of Belgium’s most 
popular musical exports. Over the years, they’ve released ten 
studio aloums. Since their selection for last year’s Eurovision, 
they replaced lead singer Luka Cruysberghs with Geike 
Armaert, who had previously fronted the group from 1997 to 
2008. 


Song Description “The Wrong Place” is a moody, almost Gothic ode to a 
one-night-stand gone wrong. Fans of Hooverphonic’s 
established back catalogue will likely be more than happy 
with their Eurovision entry this year. 


Selection Process Flemish broadcaster VRT opted for an internal selection for 
this year’s contest, bringing back an act that was due to 
perform in 2020. 


Date Artist Confirmed 20th March 2020 
Date Song Released 4th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Eliot / “Wake Up” 











Finishing Position NQ - 13'" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Bulgaria 


Semifinal 2, Song 13 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Victoria 
Growing Up is Getting Old 
English 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Victoria Georgieva, Maya Nalani, Helena 
Larsson, Oliver Bjorkvall 


Artist Profile Victoria Georgieva came in 6th place in the 2015 series of X 
Factor Bulgaria (interestingly enough, the same season that 
produced 2017 Eurovision runner-up Kristian Kostov). Since 
then, she’s released a number of singles in both Bulgarian 
and English. Her first EP, “a little dramatic”, was released in 
2021. 


Song Description “Growing Up is Getting Old” is a sweet, wistful, modern ballad 
about yearning for one’s lost innocence, as well as dealing 
with the emotional toll of the inevitability of growing up and 
moving ahead with one’s life. 


Selection Process Bulgarian broadcaster BNT opted for an internal selection, 
inviting back their intended singer for 2020. Six songs were 
released to the public, and the delegation selected the song 
internally after gauging the public's response. 


Date Artist Confirmed 21st March 2020 
Date Song Confirmed 10th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 





Finishing Position n/a - Did Not Participate 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Croatia 


Semifinal 1, Song 10 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Albina 
Tick-Tock 
English, Croatian 


Composers Music: Branimir Mihaljevié, Max Cinnamon, Tihana Buklijas 
Bakié / Lyrics: Branimir Mihaljevic 


Artist Profile A relative newcomer to the Croatian music scene, Albina 
came in 3rd place on the 2019 series of The Voice of Croatia. 
Her debut single, “Imuna na strah”, was released in October 
2020. 


Song Description “Tick-Tock” is an energetic, danceable track about releasing 
yourself from a bad situation and knowing how awesome you 
really are. 

Selection Process Dora 2020 was used to select this year’s Croatian 
representative, where a jury and public televote were used 
to select from the fourteen singers in the running. 


Date Selected 13th February 








Eurovision Song Contest History 


1993 
Years Competed 1993-2013, 2015 — present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 4» (1996, 1999 
Zagreb 1990 (as Yugoslavia 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Roko / “The Dream” 
Finishing Position NQ - 14th place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Cyprus 


Semifinal 1, Song 8 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Elena Tsagrinou 
EI Diablo 
English 


pEngisn —Ci‘CSCSCSCidY 
Composers Music & Lyrics: Jimmy "Joker' Thornfeldt, Laurell Barker, Oxa, 
Thomas Stengaard 


Artist Profile Athenian singer Elena Tsagrinou has been performing since 
the age of 15, when she appeared on Greece’s edition of 
the “Got Talent” franchise. Starting in 2013, she was the lead 
singer of the group OtherView, but she’s been releasing hit 


les as a solo artist since leaving the group in 2018. 


Song Description Fans of Cyprus’s other recent Eurovision entries like “Fuego” or 
“Replay” will likely be on board with “El Diablo”. This is an 
eminently danceable banger, with lyrics just demonic 
enough to make your local Orthodox Church patriarch blush. 


Selection Process Both the artist and song were internally selected by CyBC. 
Date Artist Announced 25th November 2020 
Date Song Released 24th February 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1981 
Years Competed 1981-1987, 1989-2000, 2002-2013, 2015-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 2"¢ (2018 
Host Venue a 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Tamta / “Replay” 
Finishing Position 13'" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Czech Republic 


Semifinal 2, Song 3 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Benny Cristo 

Title e 

Language English 

Composers Music: Filip Viéek, Ben Cristovao, Lyrics: Ben Cristovao 


Artist Profile In 2009, Benny participated in Cesko Slovenskd Superstar, the 
local edition of Idol. Since then, he’s released five albums 
and has been a consistent hitmaker in his home country. 


Song Description “Omaga’” is a fun and vibrant slice of dance-pop, with 
cheeky Benny attempting to charm his way into the object of 
his affection’s heart. 

Selection Process After having won last year’s National Final, Benny Cristo was 
invited back by broadcaster CT to sing for the country. 
“Omaga” was selected internall 


Date Artist Confirmed 13th May 2020 
Date Song Released 16th February 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Lake Malawi / “Friend of a Friend” 





Finishing Position 1" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Denmark 


Semifinal 2, Song 17 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Fyr & Flamme 

@ve os pa hinanden 

Practice on Each Other 
Danish 

Music & Lyrics: Laurits Emanuel 


Artist Profile Fyr & Flamme (Danish for “Fire & Flame”) is a duo made up of 
Jesper Groth and Laurits Emanuel. Marketing themselves as 
“teenage idols your parents can understand”, their first two 
ingles, released in 2020, were both smash hits locally. 


Song Description This is pure ‘80s revival, from the neon suit jackets to the 
instrumental arrangement. At its heart, the song is about 
letting go of your inhibitions on the dance floor, particularly if 

ou're a first-timer at both dancing and romance. 


Selection Process Dansk Melodi Grand Prix 2021 brought eight songs together in 
an audience-free National Final, with three songs progressing 
to a Superfinal. All decisions were made via public televote. 


Date Selected 6th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1957 
Years Competed 1957-1966, 1968-1993, 1995, 1997, 1999-2002, 2004-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1% (1963, 2000, 2013 


Host Venue Copenhagen 1964, Copenhagen 2001, 
Copenhagen 2014 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Leonora /"Love is Forever” 
Finishing Position 12" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Estonia 


Semifinal 2, Song 2 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Uku Suviste 

The Lucky One 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Uku Suviste, Sharon Vaughn 


Artist Profile A well-known singer and songwriter in his home country, Uku 
Suviste has taken part in a number of local and international 
musical competitions over the years, including a 
bronze-medal placement at the New Wave festival in 2010 
and arun on the Russian version of The Voice, where he 
made it to the Semifinals. 


Song Description “The Lucky One” is a dramatic, emotional power-pop-ballad 
dealing with the end of a relationship, with one party realizing 
that he’s better off on his own than in a dead-end romance. 


Selection Process Estonia used its national final Eesti Laul to make its selection. 
Two twelve-song semifinals lead to a grand final in which 
three superfinales were determined by a 50% jury and 50% 
public televote split. From those three songs, the public voted 
again to choose its winner. Uku Suviste is now the only singer 
to win two Eesti Laul competitions. 


Date Selected 6th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1994 
Years Competed 1994, 1996 — present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1 (2001 
Tallinn 2002 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Victor Crone / “Storm” 
Finishing Position 20" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Finland 


Semifinal 2, Song 14 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Blind Channel 
Dark Side 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Aleksi Kaunisvesi, Joonas Porko, Joel Hokka, 
Niko Moilanen, Olli Matela 

Artist Profile Founded in the city of Oulu, Blind Channel is a six-member 
metal band who've released three albums since their 
formation in 2013. 


Song Description With a sound somewhere between “post-hardcore” and 
“nu-metal” (which Blind Channel calls “violent pop”, “Dark 
Side” is an ode to everyone who throws caution to the wind 
and screams into the void. 


Selection Process Uuden Musiikin Kilpailu 2021 brought together seven acts 
(including last year’s intended entrant, Aksel), with the winner 
being decided via an international jury and a public 
televote. 


Date Selected 20th February 





Eurovision Song Contest History 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Darude feat. Sebastian Rejman / “Look Away” 





Finishing Position NQ - 17" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 


=ESCInsight 


France 


Big 5, Automatic Finalist 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Barbara Pravi 

Title (French Voila 

Title (English Here | Am 

Language French 

Composers Music: Barbara Pravi, Antoine "Igit" Barrau / Lyrics: Barbara 
Pravi, Lili Poe 


Artist Profile Alongside her own musical releases, Barbara Pravi has been 
composing songs for many other French artists. In the world of 
Eurovision, she’s best known as the co-writer of the French 
JESC entries “Bim bam toi” and 2020 winner “J’imagine”. 


Song Description A deeply personal and vulnerable chanson, “Voila” is a 
seemingly autobiographical piece about an artist who is 
both afraid to step out of the shadows and yet desperate to 
be loved and accepted. 


Selection Process Returning to a national final after last year’s internal selection, 
Eurovision France, c'est vous qui décidez! was a twelve-song 
competition, which was then winnowed down to eight 
finalists. A winner was then decided by a public televote and 
a ten-member jury. 


Date Selected 30" January 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1956 
Years Competed 1956-1973, 1975-1981, 1983 - present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 15" (1958, 1960, 1962, 1969, 1977 
Cannes 1959, Cannes 1961, Paris 1978 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Bilal Hassan / “Roi” 
Finishing Position 16" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Georgia 


Semifinal 2, Song 10 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Tornike Kipiani 
You 


Language English 


Music & Lyrics: Tornike Kipiani 


Artist Profile The winner of both X Factor Georgia and Georgian Idol, 
Tornike Kipiani is generally known for his powerful alt-rock 
vocals. 


Song Description “You” is a quiet, understated, almost contemplative ballad, 
using themes of nature to compare his love for a partner to 
his love of the world itself. 


Selection Process After having won last year’s Georgian Idol, Tornike Kipiani 
was invited back to perform in Rotterdam. “You” was 
selected internally. 


Date Artist Confirmed 19th March 2020 
Date Song Released 15th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


2007 

Years Competed 2007-2008, 2010-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 
Best Position 9'" (2010, 2011 

|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Oto Nemsadze / “Keep On Going” 


Finishing Position NQ - 14" place in the Semifinal 





Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Germany 


Big 5, Automatic Finalist 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Jendrik 
| Don't Feel Hae 
[Language Cid 


Language English (some German 


Music & Lyrics: Jendrik Sigwart, Christoph Oswald 


Artist Profile A trained musical theater actor, newcomer Jendrik Sigwart 
was plucked from relative obscurity when he was selected to 
sing for Germany in Rotterdam. He had previously released 
one song, “Dibdibidi"’, on YouTube. 


Song Description “| Don’t Feel Hate” is an almost impossibly sunny and silly burst 
of positivity in the face of a world that is all too often filled 
with negativity, hatred, and ignorance. 

Selection Process German broadcaster NDR opted for an internal selection for 
both its singer and song. 


Date Artist Announced 6th Februar 
Date Song Released 25th Februar 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1956 
Years Competed 1956-1995, 1997-present 
OS 


No. of ESC (incl 2021) 65 
Best Position 1* (1982, 2010 
Frankfurt am Main 1957, Munich 1983, Dusseldorf 2011 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song S!sters / “Sister” 
Finishing Position 25'" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Greece 


Semifinal 2, Song 4 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Last Dance 
English 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Dimitris Kontopoulos, ARCADE (Pavlos Manolis, 
Anastasios Rammos, Diveno, Gabriel Russell, Loukas 
Damianakos, Gioni), Sharon Vaughn 


Artist Profile Netherlands-born Stefania Liberakakis, despite being this 
year’s youngest artist, has previous experience at EBU 
competition. She performed at Junior Eurovision 2016 as a 
member of the group Kisses. Since then, she’s released a 
handful of singles and has had a recurring role on the Dutch 
program Brugklas. 


Song Description A pure slice of 1980s throwback pop, “Last Dance” gives off 
the message that every end is the start of anew beginning. 

Selection Process Greece broadcaster ERT opted for an internal selection for 
both artist and song this year, inviting their intended artist 
from 2020 back. 


Date Artist Confirmed 18th March 2020 
Date Song Released 10th March 








Eurovision Song Contest History 


1974 
Years Competed 1974, 1976-1981, 1983, 1985, 1987-1998, 2001-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1 (2005 
Athens 2006 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Katerine Duska / “Better Love” 
Finishing Position 21" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Iceland 


Semifinal 2, Song 8 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Dadi Freyr & Gagnamagnid 


Artist Profile A devotee of the craft of electropop, Dadi Freyr Pétursson 
has been making music since 2012. He’s joined by his wife 
Arny Fjéla Asmundsdoéttir, sister SigrUn Birna Pétursdéttir, and 
friends Hulda Kristin KolorUnardattir, Stefan Hannesson, and 
Jéhann Siguréur J6hannsson. 


Song Description Much like previous songs “What is Love?” and “Think About 
Things”, “10 Years” is an autobiographical song about Dadi 
and his family. In this case, it honors the decade that he’s 
been with his wife, Arny Fjdla. It’s filled with love, joy, funk, 
and all of the vibes that made “Think About Things” one of 
last year’s favorites. 


Selection Process Broadcaster RUV invited Dadi Freyr & Gagnamagnié, the 
winners of 2020's SO6ngvakeppnin, back to perform for 
Iceland in 2021. “10 Years” was internally selected. 


Date Artist Confirmed 23rd October 2020 
Date Song Released 13th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 





Finishing Position 10'" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Ireland 


Semifinal 1, Song 7 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Lesley Ro 
Tile Maps 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Philip Strand, Emelie Eriksson, Lesley Roy, Lukas 
Hallgren 


Artist Profile Lesley Roy has primarily made her name as a songwriter for 
acts such as Adam Lambert, Miss Montreal, and Medina, but 
she’s also had some success as a soloist, with her song 


“Unbeautiful” cracking the US Top 40. 
Song Description “Maps” is a driving, anthemic, mature pop song about self 
reliance and following one’s heart to reach one’s goals. 
Selection Process Both the artist and the song were internally selected by Irish 
broadcaster a following Lesley’s selection in 2020. 


Date Artist | Date Artist Confirmed | 17th /17thDecember 2020, t—<“‘(‘“‘“iCi‘i‘iC;wsw*s*sS:SCSC*SYd 2020 


Date Song Released 26th February 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1965 
Years Competed 1965-1982, 1984-2001, 2003 — present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1 (1970, 1980, 1987, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996 


Host Venue Dublin 1971, Dublin 1981, Dublin 1988, Millstreet 1993, Dublin 
1994, Dublin 1995, Dublin 1997 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Sarah McTernan / 22 
Finishing Position NQ - 18" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Israel 


Semifinal 1, Song 12 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Set Me Free 
English, Hebrew 


Music & Lyrics: Amit Mordechai, Ido Netzer, Noam Zaltin, Ron 
Carmi 


Artist Profile Winner of Season 3 of The X Facfor Israel at the age of 17, 
Eden has continued to shine musically, from performing in 
stage musicals to serving as the lead vocalist in the Israeli 
Defence Forces Band. 


Song Description “Set Me Free” is a funky, poppy bop about finding one’s 
voice after the end of a bad relationship. In the studio 
version, Eden hits a Bé whistle tone, which, if she hits it live, 
could set the record for the highest note in Eurovision histo 


Selection Process After being invited back to perform for Israel at Eurovision 
2021, Eden Alene was given nine demo tracks. After a round 
of public voting and the input of a jury, Eden recorded three 
of those tracks in full. After a round of online voting, a winner 
was selected on the show HasShir Shelanu L'Eurovizion. 


Date Artist Confirmed 22nd March 2020 
Date Song Selected 25th Januar 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


PIp7S 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Kobi Marimi / “Home” 





Finishing Position 23'7 place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 


=ESCInsight 


Italy 


Big 5, Automatic Finalist 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Maneskin 

Title (Italian Zitti e buoni 

Title (English Be quiet and behave 

Language Italian 

Composers Music & Lyrics: Damiano David, Ethan Torchio, Thomas Raggi, 
Victoria De Angelis 


Artist Profile Lead singer Damiano David, bassist Victoria De Angelis, 
guitarist Thomas Raggi, and drummer Ethan Torchio were 
friends from high school when they started their band in 2016. 
The following year, they were the runners-up in the Italian 


edition of X Factor, and they’ ve released two hit aloums and 
an EP since then. 


Song Description This gutsy glam-rock entry is unlike anything we've seen from 
Italy at Eurovision before. This ode to nonconformity is brash 
and energetic, and probably doesn’t really care if you like it 
or not. 


Selection Process Maneskin, as the winners of the Sanremo Music Festival (the 
contest on which the Eurovision Song Contest is based) were 
given the first option to represent Italy at Eurovision. 
Date Selected 6th March 
Eurovision Song Contest History 


1956 
Years Competed 1956-1980, 1983-1985, 1987-1993, 1997, 201 1-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 1% (1964, 1990 
Naples 1965, Rome 1991 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Mahmood / "Soldi” 
Finishing Position one 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Latvia 


Semifinal 2, Song 15 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Samanta Tina 

The Moon is Rising 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Samanta Tina, Aminata, SKVR (Oskars Uhans) 


Artist Profile Samanta Tina is finally making it to Eurovision after six 
attempts at Latvian National Finals and two in Lithuania. She 
was also the runner up in the 2012 edition of Slavianski 
Bazaar, and took part in the third season of Lietuvos balsas, 


the Lithuanian edition of The Voice. 


An electropop entry with elements of trap, “The Moon is 
Rising” is all about independence, feminine power, and 
embracing one’s gifts. 

After winning last year’s National Final, LTV decided to invite 
Samanta Tina back to represent Latvia in 2021. 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


2000 
Years Competed 2000-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 1 (2002 


Host Venue Riga 2003 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Carousel / “That Night” 
Finishing Position NQ - 15" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Lithuania 


Semifinal 1, Song 1 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


The Roop 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Vaidotas Valiukevicius, Robertas Baranauskas, 
Mantas Banisauskas, LaisvGnas Cernovas, Kalle Lindroth, IIkka 
Wirtanen 


Artist Profile Lead singer Vaidotas Valiukevicius, drummer Robertas 
Baranauskas and guitarist Mantas Banisauskas have been 
performing together since 2014, with a style best described as 


positive indie-electro-pop. 


Song Description After the ordeal that was 2020, The Roop are letting us all 
know that it’s “okay to dance alone”, and sometimes you just 
have to let it all out. 


Selection Process Pabandom is nayjo! 2021 brought together twenty songs in 
two semifinals, which was eventually winnowed down to five. 
Intended 2020 entrants The Roop given a fast-pass to the 
Final, which they won overwhelmingly. 


Date Selected é6th February 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Juri Veklenko / “Run with the Lions” 











Finishing Position NQ- 11" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
The Roop / “On Fire” 
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Malta 


Semifinal 1, Song 16 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Je Me Casse 
|'m Out of Here 
English 


Music & Lyrics: Amanuel Dermont, Malin Christin, Nicklas 
Eklund, Pete Barringer 


Artist Profile Best known as the winner of Junior Eurovision 2015 with the 
song “Not My Soul”, Destiny Chukunyere also supported 
Michela Pace’s entry in 2019 as a backing singer for 
“Chameleon”. She was also a semi-finalist on Britain’s Got 


Talent in 2017. 


Song Description “Je Me Casse” (which, despite its title, is in English), is a 
modern girl-pbower pop song with an electro-swing flair in the 
chorus. 

Selection Process Destiny, the winner of Malta's X Factor in 2020, was invited 
back to sing for the country in 2021. Her song was internally 
selected. 


Date Artist Confirmed 18th May 2020 
Date Song Released 15th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1971 
Years Competed 1971-1972, 1974-1976, 1990-present 
84 


No. of ESC (incl 2021 34 
Best Position 2°¢ (2002, 2005) 
pe 


Host Venue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Michaela / “Chameleon” 
Finishing Position 14" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Moldova 


Semifinal 2, Song 7 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Natalia Gordienko 
g 
English 


Composers Music: Dimitris Kontopoulos, Philipp Kirkorov / Lyrics: Mikhail 
Gutseriyev, Sharon Vaughn 


Artist Profile Natalia Gordienko is one of this year’s returnees to the 
contest, having represented Moldova in 2006 with the song 
“Loca”. She's also an alum of some of Eastern Europe's 
biggest music festivals, having won both Slavianski Bazaar 
and New Wave. 


Song Description Just like the song's title would suggest, “Sugar” is a fluffy, 
sweet confection of a pop song that would fill any dance 
floor. 

Selection Process Broadcaster TRM internally selected Natalia Gordienko, 
winner of the 2020 National Final, to represent Moldova in 
2021. Her song was selected internally. 


Date Artist Confirmed 26th January 
Date Song Released March 4th 








Eurovision Song Contest History 


2005 
Years Competed 2005-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 


Best Position 3°° (2017 
Host Venue a 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Anna Obodescu / “Stay” 
Finishing Position NQ - 12" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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The Netherlands 


Reigning Champion, Automatic Qualifier, 23rd position in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Jeangu Macroo 

Title Birth of a New Age 

Language English, Sranan Tongo 

Composers Music & Lyrics: Jeangu Macrooy, Pieter “Perquisite” Perquin 


Artist Profile Suriname-born singer-songwriter Jeangu Macrooy has found 
success as a soul and jazz artist since coming to the 
Netherlands in 2014. He’s been a featured vocalist on the 
Dutch program De Wereld Drait Door, and has released two 
studio albums and an EP. 


Song Description An uplifting, anthemic song that honors Jeangu’s roots while 
looking towards the future, “Birth of a New Age” is deeply 
personal, yet carries a universal message about standing 
strong in the face of systemic oppression. It features the first 
Eurovision lyrics in the Sranan Tongo language of Suriname. 


Selection Process Both Jeangu and his song were internally selected by 
broadcaster AVROTROS, just as they had been for the 2020 
contest. 


Date Artist Confirmed 18th March 2020 
Date Song Released 4th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1956 
Years Competed 1956-1984, 1986-1990, 1992-1994, 1996-2001, 2003-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 1" (1957, 1959, 1969, 1975-2019 
Host Venue Hilversum 1958, Amsterdam 1970, The Hague 1976, 
The Hague 1980, Rotterdam 2626, 2021 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 





Artist/Song Duncan Lawrence / “Arcade” 
Finishing Position 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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North Macedonia 


Semifinal 1, Song 6 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Vasil 

Title Here | Stand 

Language English 

Composers Music & Lyrics: Vasil Garvanliev 


Artist Profile A child star in North Macedonia, Vasil has lived and studied in 
the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Italy, 
honing his craft in musical theatre and opera. He served as a 
backing singer for Tamara Todevska for her 2019 Eurovision 
entry, “Proud”. 


Song Description “Here | Stand” is an unapologetic theatrical ballad 
showcasing Vasil’s trained and honed vocal abilities. At its 
heart, the song is all about a man who allows himself the 
strength to be open and vulnerable to the world. 


Selection Process Following the cancellation of the 2020 Contest, MRT offered 
a the chance to represent North Macedonia in 2021. 


Date Artist | Date Artist Confirmed | 20th /20th January ——— 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1998 
Years Competed 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 7'" (2019 
|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Tamara Todevska / “Proud” 
Finishing Position 7". place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Norway 


Semifinal 1, Song 9 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Tix 

Fallen Angel 

English 

Music & Lyrics: Andreas Haukeland 


Artist Profile “Tix” is the stage name of Andreas Haukeland, who adopted 
his alter ego to take his diagnosis of Tourette syndrome and 
turn it into a trademark, rather than the target of bullying he 
faced as a child. As Tix, he created dozens of hit songs in the 
genre of “Russ” music, making him the most widely streamed 
artist in Norway. 


Song Description Despite Russ music’s reputation for being geared towards 
high school graduation festivities, “Fallen Angel” is actually a 
pretty straightforward love ballad, where feelings of 
heartbreak are amplified by a struggle with depression. 


Selection Process Melodi Grand Prix 2021 was a complex affair this year, with 
five heats, a second-chance round, and a handful of 
automatic qualifiers. In the end, twelve songs competed in 
the Grand Final, which was whittled down to a four-song 
“Gold Final", a two-song duel, and ultimately a single winner. 


Date Selected 20th February 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1960 
Years Competed 1960-1969, 1971-2001, 2003-present 





No. of ESC (incl 2021 CO 
Best Position 15 (1985, 1995, 2009 
Bergen 1986, Oslo 1996, Boerum 2010 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song KEIINO / “Spirit in the Sky” 
Finishing Position 6" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Poland 


Semifinal 2, Song 6 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Rafat 
The Ride 
English 


Music & Lyrics: Joakim Ovrenius, Thomas Karlsson, Clara 
Rubensson, Johan Mauritzson 


Artist Profile Best known to the Eurovision community as one of the 
co-hosts of Junior Eurovision 2020, Rafat Brzozowski was a 
participant in the first series of The Voice of Poland back in 


2011. Since then, he’s released five studio albums and is a 
fixture on Polish TV as the host of a number of game shows. 


Song Description “The Ride” is an 80's influenced pop song festooned with 
neon and swagger. If you're the kind of person who likes 
wearing sunglasses at night, Rafat might be your guy. 

Selection Process Broadcaster TVP opted for a fully internal selection of both 
singer and song for 2021. 


Date Selected 12th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Tulia / “Fire of Love (Pali sie)” 


Finishing Position NQ - 11" place in the Semifinal 





Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Portugal 


Semifinal 2, Song 12 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


The Black Mamba 
Love is On My Side 
English 

Music & Lyrics: Tatanka 


Artist Profile Performing together since 2010, The Black Mamba blends 
soul, funk, and blues into a seamless package. They’ve 
released three albums, and have toured extensively. 


Song Description The first song in Portugal’s Eurovision history to be entirely in 


English, “Love is On My Side” is a melancholy, bluesy number 
about keeping a shred of hope alive even when life hasn't 
been kind to you. 


Selection Process Ten finalists qualified from two semi finals of Festival da 
Canc¢ao to compete in the grand final. The winner was 
decided by a combination of public televote and 
professional jury, with the public’s vote breaking the tie with 
eventual runner up “Por un triz” by Carolina Deslandes. 


Date Selected 6th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


Years Competed 1964-1969, 1971-1999, 2001, 2003-2012, 2014-2015, 
2016-present 


No. of ESC (incl 2021 
Best Position 1% (2017 
Lisbon 2018 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Conan Osiris / “Telemdveis” 





Finishing Position NQ - 15" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Romania 


Semifinal 1, Song 13 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Amnesia 


Language English 


Music & Lyrics: Adelina Stinga, Victor Bourosu 


Artist Profile With a style compared to Billie Eilish and Dua Lipa, Roxen has 
scored a handful of hits on the Romanian chart since her 
2019 breakthrough. 


Song Description Dark and emotional, while still retaining a subtle beat, 
“Amnesia” is all about taking the time to love yourself, even 
in the face of all of life’s hardship and heartbreak. 

Selection Process Following the cancellation of the 2020 Contest, Roxen was 
promptly invited to perform in 2021. Her song was internally 
selected. 


Date Artist Confirmed 31st March 2020 
Date Song Released 4th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1994 
Years Competed 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002-2015, 2017-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 3°¢ (2005, 2010 
|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Ester Peony / “On a Sunday” 
Finishing Position NQ - 13" place in the Semifinal 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 


=ESCInsight 


Russia 


Semifinal 1, Song 3 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Russian Woman 
Russian, English 
Music: Manizha, Ori Avni, Ori Kaplan / Lyrics: Manizha 


Artist Profile Born in Tajikistan, and raised in Russia, Manizha started her 
career as a child singer, but as she grew and developed her 
own style, she became known as a truly independent artist, 
blending ethnic sounds, art-pop, and soul. She is a UN 
Goodwill Ambassador, and has been a vocal supporter of 
LGBT and women’s rights in Russia, often making her a target 


of scorn by more conservative members of society. 


Song Description In “Russian Woman”, Manizha reminds her compatriots that 
despite society telling them what to wear, when to get 
married, or what a proper family should look like, they are a 
force to be reckoned with. 


Selection Process After radio silence from broadcaster C1R, a surprise three 
song National Final, National'nyy Otbor, was held. The winner 
was decided via a public televote. 


Date Selected March 8th 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1994 
Years Competed 1994-1997, 2000-2016, 2018-present 


No. of ESC (incl 2021 
Best Position 1 (2008 
Moscow 2009 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Sergey Lazarev / “Scream” 
Finishing Position 3rd place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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San Marino 


Semifinal 2, Song 1 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Senhit (featuring Flo Rida 
Adrenalina 
English 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Thomas Stengaard, Joy Deb, Linnea Deb, 
Jimmy Thornfeldt, Kenny Silverdique, Suzi “Suzi P” Pancenkov, 
Malou Linn Eloise Ruotsalainen, Chanel Tukia, Tramar “Flo 
Rida” Dillard, Senhit Zadik Zadik 


Artist Profile A native of nearby Bologna, Senhit previously represented 
San Marino at Eurovision in 2011 with the ballad “Stand By”, 
which failed to reach the Final. She’s released three albums 
and an EP, and has featured in theatrical productions in Italy, 
Germany, and Switzerland. 


Flo Rida, born Tramar Dillard, is an American rapper best 
known for his 2008 smash hit “Low”, which spent 10 weeks on 
top of the Billboard Hot 100. 


Song Description Just like its name would suggest, “Adrenalina” is an energetic 
dance floor filler performed with gusto by the 
always-charismatic Senhit. A rap bridge by Flo Rida is an 
unexpected, but welcome addition to the mix. 


Selection Process Following the cancellation of the 2020 Contest, SMRTV once 
again invited Senhit to represent San Marino the following 
ear. Her song was selected internally. 


Date Singer Announced 16th May 2020 
Date Song Released 7th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


2008 
Years Competed 2008, 201 1-present 
No. of ESC (incl 2021 





Best Position 19" (2019 
|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song Serhat / “Say Na Na Na” 
Finishing Position 19th place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Serbia 


Semifinal 2, Song 9 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 
Hurricane 


Title Loco Loco 


Title (English Crazy Crazy 


Language Serbian (with one repeated word in Spanish) 


Composers 


Artist Profile Hurricane is a trio made up of Sanja Vucié (who sang for 
Serbia in 2016 with “Goodbye (Shelter)”, lvana Nikolié and 
Ksenija Knezevié (who was a backing singer for her father, 
Knez, in 2015). They've been performing together since 2017, 


and have released singles in both Serbian and English. 


Song Description This high-energy, fast-paced dance-pop song evokes the 
image of a fabulous girls-night-out, where the drinks are 
flowing and there’s more than a hint of sex in the air. 


Selection Process Broadcaster RTS extended an invitation to Hurricane, winners 
of 2020's Beovizija, for them to represent Serbia in 2021. Their 
song was internally selected. 


Date Artist Confirmed 17th January 
Date Song Released 5th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Nevena Bozovié / “Kruna” 





Finishing Position 18" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Slovenia 


Semifinal 1, Song 2 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Ana Soklié 
Amen 
English 


Composers Music: Ana Soklié, Bojan Simonéié, Ziga Pirnat / Lyrics: Charlie 
Mason, Ana Soklié, Ziga Pirnat 


Artist Profile Ana, who previously tried to represent Slovenia at Eurovision 
in 2004 and 2007, was vocally trained by performers including 
Slovene ESC legend Darja Svajger. Her style generally tends 
towards blues and jazz. 


Song Description “Amen” is an uplifting and inspirational ballad with just a hint 
of gospel in its arrangement. It implores the listener to face 
life’s hardship and pain with resilience and determination. 

Selection Process Ana Sokli¢, winner of last year’s EMA national final, was 
invited by the Slovenian broadcaster to represent the country 
once again. Her song was internally selected. 


Date Artist Announced 18th May 2020 
Date Song Selected 27th February 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


|HostVenue 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Zala Kralj & Gasper Sant! / “Sebi” 





Finishing Position 15" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Spain 


Big 5, Automatic Finalist 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Blas Canto 

Voy a quedarme 
| Will Stay 
Spanish 


Music & Lyrics: Blas Cantd, Dan Hammond, Leroy Sanchez, 
Dangelo Ortega 


Artist Profile Getting his start as a member of the boy-band Auryn, Blas 
Cant6é went solo in 2017. His debut album, Complicado, hit 
number 1 on the Spanish charts the next year. 


Song Description “Voy a quedarme” is a sweet, emotional ballad about 
staying steadfastly by the person you love's side, despite alll 
odds and difficulties. 


Selection Process Soon after the cancellation of the 2020 contest, TVE 
extended an invitation to Blas for him to represent Spain in 
2021. A two-song National Final, Destino Eurovisidn 2021, was 
held, with a televote selecting the winner. 


Date Artist Confirmed 18th March 2020 
Date Song Selected 20th Februar 





Eurovision Song Contest History 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Miki 7 "La Venda” 





Finishing Position 22™ place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Sweden 


Semifinal 1, Song 4 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Tusse 
Voices 
English 


Composers Music & Lyrics: Joy Deb, Linnea Deb, Jimmy "Joker" Thérnfeld,t 
Anderz Wrethov 


Artist Profile Toussin “Tusse" Chiza was born in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and emigrated alone to Sweden at the age of 
thirteen. After appearing on Talang in 218, Tusse’s biggest 
claim to fame was as the winner of the 2019 series of Idol. 
He’s balancing his musical career with his continued High 


School studies. 


Song Description A well-polished piece of Swedish musical craftsmanship, 
“Voices” is a big, anthemic pop number that reminds us that 
through hardship, you have the strength to move forward, 
and the support of others to help. 


Selection Process Arguably Eurovision’s most notable national final, 
Melodifestivalen saw 40 acts compete across 4 semi-finals, 
with 10 acts reaching the final in Stockholm. 


Date Selected 13th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 


1958 
Years Competed 1958-1963, 1965-1969, 1971-1975, 1978 — present 
No. of ESC {incl 2021 


Best Position 1* (1974, 1984, 1991, 1999, 2012, 2015 


Host Venue Stockholm 1975, Gothenburg 1985, Malm6 1992, Stockholm 
2000, Malm6 2013, Stockholm 2016 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 


Artist/Song John Lundvik / “Too Late for Love” 
Finishing Position 5" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Switzerland 


Semifinal 2, Song 16 
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist Gjon’s Tears 

Title (French Tout I’Univers 

Title (English The whole universe 

Language French 

Composers Music & Lyrics: Gijon Muharremaj, Wouter Hardy, Nina 
Sampermans, Xavier Michel 


Artist Profile Appearing on Got Talent franchises in both Albania and 
Switzerland in 2011 and 2012, followed by a run on France’s 
The Voice: la plus belle voix in 2019, Gjon’s Tears is no stranger 
to musical competition. His first single, “Babi, went to #1 on 
the Albanian charts in 2018. 


Song Description Sweeping, epic, and atmospheric, “Tout |’Univers” is an ode 
to the inevitable cycles of destruction and rebirth that 
surround us every day, and a reminder that love is the key 
element that keeps us moving forward. 


Selection Process Swiss broadcaster SRG SSR extended an invitation to 2020 
representative Gjon’s Tears for him to sing for the country 
again. Following an intensive songwriting camp, his song was 
selected internally. 


Date Artist Selected 20th March 2020 
Date Song Released 10th March 





Eurovision Song Contest History 





Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Luca Hanni / “She Got Me” 





Finishing Position 4" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Ukraine 


Semifinal 1, Song 15 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Go_A 
Shum (Lym) 
Ukrainian 


Composers Music: Taras Shevchenko, Kateryna Pavlenko, lhor Didenchuk 
/ Lyrics: Kateryna Pavienko 

Artist Profile Formed in 2012, Go_A’s music Is a blend of traditional 
Ukrainian folk melodies and modern electronica. They 
released their debut album in 2016. 


Song Description “Shum” is an adaptation of a folk song where singers would 


call out to the Earth, summoning it to bring springtime forth 
after a long, cold winter. Through the song’s accelerando 
tempo, it's sure to wake audiences up as well! 


Selection Process Winners of last year’s Vidbir, Go_A were reconfirmed as 
Ukraine’s representative soon after last year’s cancellation. A 
trio of songs were shared with the public, including a version 
of “Shum” that was both longer than the 3-minute time limit 
and very similar to a traditional Ukrainian folk melody. “Shum” 
was selected internally, and a revamped version of the song 
that complied with all Contest rules was later released. 


Date Artist Confirmed 18th March 2020 
Date Song Released Ath February (revamp released 9th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 











Finishing Position n/a - Did Not Participate 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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United Kingdom 


Big 5, Automatic Finalist 


Eurovision Song Contest 2021 


Artist a Newman 
Title 
Language embers 


Composers Music & Lyrics: James Newman, Conor Blake, Danny Shah, 
Tom Hollings, Samuel Brennan 


Artist Profile Best known as the Brit Award-winning songwriter behind hits 
for Ella Eyre, Calvin Harris, Kesha, Armin van Buuren, and his 
brother John Newman, James is stepping out of she shadows 
and showing off his own vocal prowess. His debut EP, “The 


Things We Do”, came out last year. 


Song Description “Embers” is the kind of upbeat, positive anthem that we've 
all been needing after a yearlong lockdown. We've all been 
through the wringer, but out of the ashes of our past 
difficulties, we'll grow stronger and party together again! 


Selection Process The BBC opted for a fully internal selection for their song and 
aa inviting back 2020 representative James Newman. 


Date Artist | Date Artist Confirmed | 19th '19thFebruary  s—sSS 


Date Song Released 11th March 


Eurovision Song Contest History 


1957 
eee Competed a 1959 — present 
No. | No. of ESC (incl 2021) | ESC incl 2021 


Host Venue London 1960, London 1963, London 1968, 
Edinburgh, 1972, Brighton 1974, London 1977, 
Harrogate 1982, Birmingham 1998 


Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
Michael Rice / “Bigger than Us” 











Finishing Position 26" place in the Grand Final 


Eurovision Song Contest 2020 
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Eurovision 2021 Facts & Figures: 


Who'll be performing: 
(39 nations, two fewer than last year after the withdrawal of Armenia and 
disqualification of Belarus, and four fewer than the 2019 event, following the 
withdrawal of Hungary and Montenegro): 
Solo Female (17): Albania, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, France, 
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Latvia, Malta, Moldova, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Slovenia 
Solo Male (13): Austria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Germany, the Netherlands, 
North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom 
Duos (1): Denmark 
Groups and Collaborations (8): Belgium, Finland, Iceland, Italy, Lithuania, Portugal, 
Serbia, Ukraine 


How they were chosen: 
National Final (12): Albania, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Italy”, 
Lithuania, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Sweden 
(*- The winner of Italy’s San Remo Festival is given first right of refusal for the ticket to 
Eurovision. This year, the winner accepted the invitation.) 
Partial National Final: 

Internal artist selection, public song selection (2): Israel, Spain 

Internal Selection (23): Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Malta, Moldova, the 
Netherlands, North Macedonia, Poland, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovenia, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom 
Other (2): Bulgaria, Ukraine 
(For both of these entries, a number of potential songs were released and public 
opinion was requested and considered, but the song was ultimately selected 
internally.) 


How many were selected to perform for their countries in 2020, and were carried over to 
2021: 
Selected Internally (24): Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Georgia, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Latvia, Malta, Moldova, the 
Netherlands, North Macedonia, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom 
Won a National Final (2): Estonia, Lithuania 


What language will the song be performed in? 
English (21): Austria, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Greece, 
Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom 
Primarily in English, a few scant words or phrases in other lanquages (7): 
Azerbaijan, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Germany, Israel, Malta, San Marino, 
No English (8): Albania, Denmark, France, Italy, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine 
Bilingual (3): Croatia, The Netherlands, Russia 


How many have had previous involvement with Eurovision? 
Austria: Vincent Bueno was one of the backing singers for Austria’s 2017 entry, 
“Walking on Air’ by Nathan Trent. 
Belgium: Hooverphonic member Alex Callier co-wrote Belgium’s 2018 entry for 
Sennek, “A Matter of Time. 
Malta: Destiny was one of the backing singers for Malta's 2019 entry, “Chameleon”, 
by Michela Pace. Furthermore, as the winner of Junior Eurovision 2015, Destiny was 
featured briefly at Eurovision 2016. 
Moldova: Along with Arsenium and Connect-R, Natalia Gordienko represented 
Moldova at Eurovision 2006, coming in 20th place in the Final with “Loca”. 
North Macedonia: Vasil was one of the backing singers for North Macedonia’s 2019 
entry, “Proud” by Tamara Todevska. 
san Marino: Senhit (then marketed as “Senit”) represented San Marino at Eurovision 
2011, where her song “Stand By” came in 16th place in the Semi-Final. 
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Serbia: 
- Ksenija Knezevié was a backing singer for her father, Knez, in 2015, with the 
Montenegrin entry “Adio”. 
- Sanja Vuéié represented Serbia as a soloist in 2016, coming in 18th place in 
the Final with “Goodbye (Shelter)”. 


How many have had previous involvement with Junior Eurovision? 
France: Barbara Pravi is the songwriter behind France’s two most recent Junior 
Eurovision entries: 2019's “Bim Bam Toi” for Carla and 2020's “J’imagine” for Valentina, 
which took home the winner's trophy. 
Greece: As one third of the group “Kisses”, Stefania represented The Netherlands at 
JESC 2016 with the song “Kisses and Dancin’”. The trio came in 8th place. 
Malta: Destiny was the winner of Junior Eurovision 2015 with her song “Not My Soul”. 
Spain: Blas Canto participated in the 2004 National Final to represent Spain at Junior 
Eurovision that year with the songs “Cantaré” and “Sentir”, but came in second place 
to eventual JESC winner Maria Isabel. 


How many of this year’s artists go by a mononym or pseudonym? 
Australia: Montaigne’s real name is Jessica Alyssa Cerro. 
Azerbaijan: Efendi’s full name is Samira Azer gizi Efendiyeva (Samira Azer qizi 
Ofendiyeva). 
Bulgaria: Victoria’s full name is Victoria Georgieva (BuKktopua Feopruesa). 
Croatia: Albina’s full name is Albina Gréié. 
Czech Republic: Benny Cristo’s real name is Ben da Silva Cristévdo. 
France: Barbara Pravi's real name is Barbara Piévic. 
Germany: Jendrik’s full name is Jendrik Sigwart. 
Greece: Stefania’s full name is Stefania Liberakakis (ZTepavia ALUTTEOAKAKN). 
Iceland: Dadi's full name is Dadi Freyr Pétursson. 
Latvia: Samanta Tina’s real name is Samanta Polakova. 
Malta: Destiny's full name is Destiny Chukunyere, and as a recipient of Malta’s Medal 
for Service to the Republic, she is entitled to use the post-nominal initials MQR. 
North Macedonia: Vasil’s full name is Vasil Garvanliev. 
Norway: TIX’s real name is Andreas Andresen Haukeland. 
Romania: Roxen’s real name is Larisa Roxana Giurgiu. 
Russia: Manizha’s full name is Manizha Dalerovna Sangin (MaHwxKa AGAepoBHa 
Cau). 
San Marino: Senhit’s full name is Senhit Zadik Zadik. 
Sweden: Tusse’s full name is Tousin Michael Chiza. 
Switzerland: Gjon’s Tears’ real name is Gijon Muharremaj. 
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Albania Australia Austria Azerbaijan 
Anxhela Peristeri Montaigne Vincent Bueno Efendi 









Belgium Bulgaria Croatia Cyprus 
Hooverphonic Victoria Albina Elena Tsagrinou 





Czech Republic Denmark Estonia Finland 
Benny Cristo Fyr & Flamme Uku Suviste Blind Channel 
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France Georgia Germany Greece 





Barbara Pravi Tornike Kipiani Jendrik Stefania 
: : 
| 
Iceland lreland Israel : Italy 
Dadi & Gagnamagnid Lesley Roy Eden Alene Maneskin 





ayo ' , Moldova 
Latvia Lithuania Malta Natalia Gordienko 


Samanta Tina The Roop Destiny 
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The Netherlands North Macedonia Norway Poland 
Jeangu Macrooy Vasil TIX Rafat 
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Portugal Romania Russia San Marino 
The Black Mamba Roxen Manizha Senhit 
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Serbia Slovenia Spain Sweden 
Hurricane Ana Soklié Blas Cantd Tusse 


All photos courtesy of 
the EBU. 





Switzerland Ukraine United Kingdom 
Gjon’s Tears Go_A James Newman 
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The Wrong Place 


Tick-Tock 126 
Elena Tsagrinou EI Diablo 
Czech Republic 
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| Don't Feel Hate 
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| Portugal | The Black Mamba [| LoveisonMySide | Emajor 66 
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Gjon's Tears 
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First Semifinal Running Order 


po | Country TC Atist | Song 
[6 | NorthMacedonia Vasil = Here iStand 
[8 [Cyprus sd Elena sagrinou dT EDicblo 
[9 [Norway i Fallen Angel 





Second Semifinal Running Order 


| # | Country | Artist, S| Song 
[6 [Poland CT RRfot# Sd The Ride 
[8 [iceland Cd Dating Gagnamagnid | 10Years 
[9 [Serbia dT Hurricane | Lococo 





Automatic Qualifiers 


| Country | Artist Song 
| Don't Feel Hate 


Embers 
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